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Decision to limit the number of licences in the 

900 MHz, 2.1 GHz and 2.6 GHz frequency bands 

Matter  

The limitation of the number of licences in a frequency band Chapter 3, Section 9 of 

the Swedish Act (2022:482) on Electronic Communications  

 

The Post and Telecom Authority’s decision 

1. The Post and Telecom Authority has decided to limit the number of licences 

to use radio transmitters in the 900 MHz frequency band (880–915 MHz and 

925–960 MHz) to a maximum of six (6) national licences. A licence can 

consist of more than one frequency block. The frequency band is divided 

into frequency blocks as follows: 

a. 1 block of 2×10 MHz (FDD1). 

b. 5 blocks of 2×5 MHz (FDD) each 

 

2. The Post and Telecom Authority has decided to limit the number of licences 

to use radio transmitters in the 2.1 GHz frequency band (1920–1980 MHz and 

2110–2170 MHz) to a maximum of twelve (12) national licences. A licence can 

consist of more than one frequency block. The frequency band is divided 

into frequency blocks as follows: 

a. 12 blocks of 2×5 MHz (FDD) each 

 

3. The Post and Telecom Authority has decided to limit the number of licences 

to use radio transmitters in the 2.6 GHz frequency band (2500–2690 MHz) to 

a maximum of eighteen (18) national licences. A licence can consist of more 

than one frequency block. The frequency band is divided into frequency 

blocks as follows: 

                                                        
1 FDD – Frequency Division Duplex 
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a. 14 blocks of 2×5 MHz (FDD) each 

b. 4 blocks of 1×10 MHz (TDD2) each. The frequency bands 2570–

2575 MHz and 2615–2620 MHz, with limited usability, are awarded to 

the applicant that is awarded the adjacent 10 MHz block. 

 

Grounds 

Applicable regulations 

According to the Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/173 of 7 February 

20223, Member States shall designate and make the frequency bands 880–915 MHz 

and 925–960 MHz available for terrestrial systems capable of providing electronic 

communications services and comply with the harmonised technical conditions. 

According to the Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2020/667 of 6 May 20204, 

Member States shall designate and make the frequency bands 1920–1980 MHz and 

2110–2170 MHz available for terrestrial systems capable of providing electronic 

communications services and comply with the harmonised technical conditions.  

According to the Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2020/636 of 8 May 20205, 

Member States shall designate and make the frequency band 2500–2690 MHz 

available for terrestrial systems capable of providing electronic communications 

services and comply with the harmonised technical conditions.  

Pursuant to Chapter 3, Section 9 of the Swedish Act (2022:482) on Electronic 

Communications (LEK), the number of licences awarded in a frequency band may be 

limited if this is necessary to guarantee an effective use of radio frequencies. 

PTS’s assessment 

The 900 MHz, 2.1 GHz and 2.6 GHz bands are, through European Commission 

Implementing Decisions (EU) 2022/173 of 7 February 2022, (EU) 2020/667 of 6 May 

                                                        
2 TDD – Time Division Duplex 
3 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/173 of 7 February 2022 on the harmonisation of the 900 

MHz and 1 800 MHz frequency bands for terrestrial systems capable of providing electronic 

communications services in the Union and repealing Decision 2009/766/EC 
4 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2020/667 of 6 May 20204 amending Decision 2012/688/EU as 

regards an update of relevant technical conditions applicable to the frequency bands 1 920–1 980 MHz 

and 2 110–2 170 MHz 
5 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2020/636 of 8 May 20205 amending Decision 2008/477/EC as 

regards an update of relevant technical conditions applicable to the frequency band 2 500–2 690 MHz 



22 June 2022 Decision   3 

Post- och telestyrelsen 

2020 and (EU) 2020/636 of 8 May 2020, harmonised for terrestrial systems capable 

of providing wireless broadband services. 

The current licence award comprises 2×35 MHz FDD frequencies in the 900 MHz 

band, 2×60 MHz FDD frequencies in the 2.1 GHz band, and 2×70 MHz FDD 

frequencies and 50 MHz TDD frequencies (of which 10 MHz have limited usability) in 

the 2.6 GHz band.   

PTS notes that the demand for available frequency range in the 900 MHz, 2.1 GHz 

and 2.6 GHz frequency bands exceeds the supply. To guarantee an effective use of 

the frequency range, the number of licences in these frequency bands will be limited 

through this decision. 

The frequency bands are divided into frequency blocks as shown in Figures 1, 2 and 

3. As regards the size of the frequency blocks, it has been assessed that the 

frequency blocks shall comprise 2×5 MHz for FDD use and 1×10 MHz for TDD use in 

the relevant frequency bands. For the licence in the 900 MHz band to which 

obligations on coverage and deployment shall be combined, the assessment is that 

this block should comprise 2×10 MHz. One or more frequency blocks of the 

frequency bands 2.1 GHz and 2,6 GHz may be combined with obligations on 

coverage and deployment. 

PTS’s assessment is that the block sizes provide conditions for an effective use of 

the frequency range and enable a technological- and service-neutral award of 

licences.  

Figure 1 The figure shows the block division in the 900 MHz frequency band. The block combined with 

obligations on coverage and deployment is not drawn in detail because the rules concerning placement 

will be defined at a later date. 

 

Figure 2 The figure shows the block division in the 2.1 GHz frequency band. 

 
Figure 3 The figure shows the block division in the 2.6 GHz frequency band. 
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The number of licences is limited to a maximum of six (6) licences in the 900 MHz 

band, a maximum of twelve (12) licences in the 2.1 GHz band and a maximum of 

eighteen (18) licences in the 2.6 GHz band. A licence can consist of more than one 

frequency block.  

The limitation of the number of licences and division into block sizes as above 

provides the conditions for an effective use of the frequency range.  

Notice of appeal 

This decision may, pursuant to Chapter 8, Section 20, second paragraph of LEK, only 

be appealed in connection with an appeal on a decision to issue a licence to use 

radio transmitters. 

 ________________________  

 

This decision has been made by the general manager Dan Sjöblom. In the final case, 

the project manager Anna-Maria Lann (rapporteur), unit manager Anna Beckius, 

department head Kristian Viidas, division head Björn Blondell, general counsel 

Karolina Asp and press manager Petter Öhrn has participated. In addition, the 

department head Kerstin Karlsson, the assistant project manager Amela Hatibovic-

Sehic, and project lawyer Rebecca Ideström, was present at the presentation. 

 

 


